In the 15th ceu&urj, the
Portuguese Prince Henry the

Navigator (Henrique o Navegador) lenlie
summoned the best cartographers = ,
and navigators of his time and '
instructed them to explore the - (‘(
shores of the African coastline, <4 ®:¢ . ;
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They thereby won expertise in
navigation and shipbuilding,
heralding the Age of Exploration

and enabling Portugal to Later

| to find a direct trade route to

f India and China. In the height of
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its power Portuqgal controlled the
sea trade from Brazil ko Japan and
attained overwhelming wealth with
the trade monopoly on spices,
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